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Question (1) Mid term exam 

Write an essay in which you explain the mismanagement and overexploitation of the 

natural resources by the African people may affect their physical environment and their 

livelihood? Give at least 4 examples from peer reviewed articles. 

 People affect the environment and make it less productive. 

 This takes place when people mismanage their resources or overexploit them. 

 Commercialization and use of technology increase farm size which results in clearing 

large areas from trees, a process that called over-cultivation. 

 Concentration of a large number of animals around water points resulted in consumption 

and removal of vegetation cover; a process that called over-grazing. 

 Cutting of trees for different purposes such as cooking and building huts will result in 

deforestation. 

 Therefore, over-cultivation, over-grazing and deforestation will result in desertification. 

  Desertification means desert-like condition, where productive land turned into bare land 

and does not allow growth of crops.  

 Bare land reduces humidity and evapotranspiration on the atmosphere which hinders 

cloud formation and ultimately rainfall. 

 Desertification also means the removal of the vegetation cover such as grasses, shrubs 

and trees.  

 Therefore, the top soil which contains nutrients (plant food) will be drifted away by 

wind.. 

 As a result, horizon “B” will be exposed to wind and becomes the top soil which does not 

support plant growth. 

 This is because horizon “B” is a zone of poor soil (does not contain nutrients).  

 This process is called soil erosion.  

 Another form of environmental degradation is through the use of chemicals to increase 

crop production. 

 These include chemical fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides which are used in large-scale 

irrigated farming. 

 Large-scale irrigated farming where large dams are built to provide water for agriculture. 

 Dams cause environmental problems such as water-related diseases, increase of water 

tables and water pollution. 

 These chemical will be carried by water down stream and causes the pollution of the 

fresh water in water sources such as rivers, streams and lakes.  

 As a result, people will get sick. 
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